
 

 
 

 

  

 

350 W Fir Street, Sequim, WA 98382 
360.582.3200 Office 360.681.8543 Fax  Office Hours: 7:30 AM- 3:30 PM 

Becky Stanton, Principal  Shelley Jefferson,  Assistant Principal 

No School on January 20—MLK JR Day  
or January 27—Staff Training Day 

Helen Haller Elementary 

January 2020 Parent Newsletter 

Our Mission: 

We believe every  

student can be  

successful— 

no exceptions!  

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

Dear Haller School Community,  
 
A New Year is upon us!  This is a great time for us all to review goals that have been set, set new goals, and 
celebrate successes from the previous year! 
 
Review goals that have been set:  One important goal we set for our students is attendance.  Research tells 
us that attendance is important because students are more likely to succeed in academics when they 
attend school consistently.  That’s why we give recognition to students who have achieved our attendance 
goal by missing no more than two days of school each month.  How is your student’s attendance? Could it 
be better?  Each month an attendance report is provided in this newsletter.   
 
Set new goals: Setting goals enhance performance in many tasks.  Defining a plan to get from Point A to 
Point B  in order to attain a certain goal is a helpful exercise.   By all means, make a plan, but leave open the 
possibility of unknown opportunities. 
 
Celebrate successes from the previous year:  Oftentimes we are too busy to take the time for reflection.  
What could we have done differently for better results?  What did we learn?  Don’t forget to bask in a  
moment of enjoyment over a goal you met, a job well done! 
 
Winter weather:  As the weather gets colder please make sure to send your child to school dressed  
warmly.  If you need help with coats, gloves or shoes, please contact me, school counselor Jen Saul, or  
assistant principal Shelley Jefferson, and we will be happy to help. 
 
Thanks to PTO for the Turkey Trot:   A big thank you to our PTO folks for their abundant energy and  
massive amounts of work to pull off another Turkey Trot event!  This fundraiser was again a huge success 
and I’d like to thank all the parents who helped with this event.   
 

Here’s wishing you all the best for 2020!  

    Becky Stanton, Principal  



 

 

 

January 2020    Haller Elementary Parent Newsletter      Page 2 

Library Link  

Book Fair: Our Scholastic Book Fair was a great success! 

Thank you to those who stopped by and made a purchase or 

ordered from our online fair. We will be able to purchase lots 

of brand new, high-interest books to give away to our  

students throughout the year and more books for our school 

library. If you tried out the eWallet this 

year, please feel free to email  

your feedback on that new set-up.  

What are you reading? I just finished New Kid, a new middle grade graphic  

novel by Jerry Craft. Seventh grader Jordan Banks is starting out at a new school 

and finds he struggles to find where he fits in and that people aren’t  

always what they seem at first. This story will resonate with anyone who has 

ever started out at a new school or felt like they were struggling to fit in  

(and who hasn’t felt like that at one time or another?).  

Overdue Library Books:  Just a reminder, if your child has an overdue book from 

our library, you should receive a notice in Thursday folders within the next  

couple of weeks. Please make an extra effort to locate the book. If you can’t 

find it and need to pay the replacement cost, please contact me. The library can 

only accept the exact amount in cash or check, as I cannot provide change.  

Six Books for Summer:  Great news! Our Six Books for Summer program will be 

funded again this year by our amazing PTO! Thanks to your generous donations, 

student fundraising and the tireless work from our PTO, the Turkey Trot raised 

enough money for this extremely important and life-changing program.  This 

program will provide ALL of our Helen Haller students, preschool through fifth 

grade, with six brand new, self-selected books (out of 15-20 options). These 

books are theirs to keep and add to their home library. Data has shown that this 

program has supported reading growth and helped avoid the drop in reading 

skills that often occurs over school vacation. 

Questions or comments? Contact Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher 

Librarian at skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 

Math Olympiad 

Math Olympiad, an after-school program each Tuesday, provides 5th grade students 
an opportunity to work on higher math.  Math Olympiad teacher/advisor is 

Aria Benner, assisted by Melissa Sagara, Learning Support Center teacher.  “These  
students are practicing at a 6th-grade level,” explains Benner.  “They concentrate on 
team building exercises, problem solving and creativity, the former being the most 
important component in competition.  Competition occurs in May, where students 

work in teams to solve long problems, also called project problems, and their efforts 
are timed.  Sequim Middle School has frequently hosted the Math Olympiad competition. 

 
“In January we will open the program up to include 4th graders,” says Benner.  “We hope this will help build the  

number of participants.”  For more information, contact Aria Benner at abenner@sequimschools.org. 

mailto:abenner@sequimschools.org
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Register to VOTE: 

*By Mail 

*In Person 

*Online at MyVote 
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School Board Appreciation 

January is School Board Appreciation month.  Some general things to know about Sequim School Board Directors: 

The Board’s job is to determine a vision for the educational program; design a structure to achieve that vision; assure 

that the schools are accountable to the community; and advocate for continuous improvement in student learning.  

The Sequim School Board of Directors must ultimately answer to the community  

and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction on issues related to local programs.   

The Board selects a superintendent to administer adopted policies;  

however, the Board is the final authority on all matters concerning the district. (RCW 28A.320.101) 

The five-member Board of Directors sets the policies that guide Sequim’s public education from Kindergarten through 
grade twelve.  All voters within the school district elect the Directors, who generally serve a four-year term unless  
appointed to fill a vacant position.  Two members serve in At Large positions, and the remaining three are elected  

from specific geographic areas.  These are unpaid positions. 

2019-20 Sequim School Board Directors  
 Brandino Gibson/At Large, President (term expires 2021)  
Eric Pickens/At Large, Vice President (term expires 2023) 

Larry Jeffryes/District #1 (term expires 2023) 
Brian Kuh/District #2 (term expires 2021) 

James Stoffer/District #3 and Legislative Representative (term expires 2023) 

(Non-voting) Student Representatives 
Payton Sturm, Senior Class Student Representative 
Olivia Preston, Junior Class Student Representative 

To show our appreciation for their very important work, Haller students and staff created a thank you card and  
keepsake placemat for each Board Director.  These will be presented to Board Directors at their January 6 meeting.   

At left:  Sequim School District  

Directors were sworn in during the 

December 2 school board meeting 

by Judge Brent Basden.  From left 

are Judge Basden, Interim Superin-

tendent Dr. Robert Clark, Junior 

Student Representative Olivia  

Preston, Director Brian Kuh,  

Director Eric Pickens, Director Jim 

Stoffer, Director Brandino Gibson 

and Director Larry Jeffryes 

(not shown:  Senior Student  

Representative Payton Sturm). 

At left:  First graders from Christine MacDougall Danielson’s class created 

artwork inspired by the Fir Street construction project to make  

placemats for school board directors.  Standing (from left):  Aden Uhlig, 

Corinne Piersoll, Christine MacDougall Danielson, Fenja Johnson.  

Kneeling  (from left):  Makai Garten, and Evelyn Moose. 
 

https://voter.votewa.gov/WhereToVote.aspx#/login


 

 

Visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org! 
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Top row:  Fourth 

graders from Jesse 

Klinger’s class are 

shown  learning 

how to program 

Edison Robots, or 

Bots, on loan from 

OESD #114, in Kieth 

Lee’s STEAM  

classroom.   

Haller Happenings 

Below: Doreen Minard’s second grade class performed sign  

language during the tribute song, Thank you, Soldiers, taught by 

ASL interpreter Janelle Hankinson, during the first  

Veterans assembly in November. 

November 27 Turkey Trot 



 

 

Visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org! 
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Jennifer Saul 

School Counselor 

jsaul@sequimschools.org, 360.582.3203 

Kelso’s Choices: Great Solutions for School and Home – Our Conflict Management Program 

In Success Academy, we talk about and practice using Kelso’s Choices at school and at home. We 

share and then act out scenarios showing what verbal and nonverbal strategies for small problems 

look like, sound like, and feel like whether at school or at home.   

Conflict or disagreement is normal and often happens when children get together.  However, hurtful words,  

gestures or physical attack are unacceptable ways to deal with conflict and disagreement at school. Our goal is to 

teach students several positive ways to deal with these difficult situations.  To do this, we are asking students 

who have minor (small) problems to try at least two of the following ideas: 

1. Go to another game or activity. 

2. Talk it out. Respectfully talk it over and listen to each other. 

3. Walk away from the problem. 

4. Ignore it.  Turn your attention away from the problem behavior. 

5. Tell the person to stop the problem behavior. 

6. Apologize. 

7. Make a deal or compromise. 

8. Wait to cool off. 

9. Share and take turns. 

Using the Kelso’s Choices Wheel is helpful for at home 

practice.  For small problems, students are coached to 

try at least two of Kelso’s Choices before telling an 

adult.  Of course, any serious or big problems require 

the student tell a trusted adult immediately. 

By using this plan, we believe that our students will  

develop effective problem-solving skills that they can 

use again and again.  It will help them to deal with con-

flict in a positive manner and to make appropriate  

decisions.  Knowing what to do will help students  

reduce the stress and number of conflicts they have at 

school, at home, and in their neighborhood. 

 

Keep this page handy for quick reference at home! 

Marie Claire Bernards 

Social Emotional Learning Specialist 

mbernards@sequimschools.org, 360.582.3246 

Below:  Kindergartener Sarina Whitteker  

selects Apologize from Kelso’s Choices to help 

mend hurt feelings in a difficult situation.  
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Reuse, Reduce and Recycle! 

The “Green Team” is putting a box in each of the school pods labeled "Used Markers." We will check the boxes  

periodically and  send the markers to Crayola for recycling. If you would like to help support this effort,  

send used markers with your Haller student. 

Thank you for your support and help to make our school a little bit greener!  

 Mary Himley/Grade 5 Teacher 

Meet Knox and Avoid Tobacco 
Parents can use this kid-friendly character from the 
AHA Kids Heart Challenge to talk with their children 
about avoiding tobacco use. 
Name: Knox 
Message: Avoid Vaping and Tobacco 
Mission: Making sure everyone knows about the 
dangers of smoking and vaping 
Favorite Activity: Running, jumping, and  
climbing to practice his ninja moves. Usually he  
invites Sunny—she’s the 
only one in town who can 
keep up with him. 
Fun Fact: Knox recently 
starred in a play at the  
community theater, and 
he’s hoping to do more 

plays in the future. 

Here are a few easy steps you can take to make sure your child doesn’t try cigarettes: 

Set an example by not smoking.  Give consistent messages about the risks of smoking and make it clear to your child 

that you don’t want him or her to smoke.  Explain that no tobacco product is safe.  These include smokeless tobacco 

products, which also increase the risks of heart attack, stroke, and certain cancers.  Make sure your child understands 

that e-cigarettes and fruit-flavored cigarillos also are not safe alternatives. 

Set a smoke-free policy in your home.  Exposure to secondhand smoke can increase the risk for a hear attack or 

stroke.  More than 33,000 nonsmokers die every year from coronary heart disease caused by exposure to secondhand 

smoke.  Children of smokers have many more respiratory infections than children of nonsmokers. 

If you’re a smoker, seriously consider quitting and don’t smoke around your children.  And remember, cigars 

and pipes aren’t safer alternatives to cigarettes; people who smoke these still have a higher risk of 

death from coronary heart disease than nonsmokers.  

Additional Parent Resources found at www.heart.org/khc. 

American Heart Association 

From The Health Staff 

Sonja Bittner, RN/District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

360.477.7728 

Cherie Hendrickson/Haller Health Clerk 

cherson@sequimschools.org  

Cassie Cobb/Haller Health Clerk 

ccobb@sequimschools.org 

360.582.3239 

A Word About Head Lice 
In an effort to control the spread of head lice within the schools, 
our District would appreciate your help. If your child complains 

of head itching, please check their hair for head lice or their eggs 
(nits). We are happy to provide treatment information. 

By notifying the health room staff, you allow us to better  
protect your children. 

A good online resource is the Centers for Disease Control and  
Prevention.  Go to Head Lice for general information and  

treatment guidelines, found at: 
 https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html 

Close examination of the hair and 

scalp  is necessary to  

determine head lice  infestation. 

mailto:https://www2.heart.org/site/SPageNavigator/khc_resources_search.html
mailto:https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events  School Hours 

Monday - 9:15 AM - 2:45 PM 

Tuesday—Friday - 8:15 AM- 2:45 PM 

Jan 29 All District Family Reading Night  

Calling all Sequim School District families!  

Join Teacher-Librarians Elizabeth Lawson,  

Linsay Rapelje, Dena Riccobene, and  

Sheri Kruckeberg for a free and fun-filled 

evening of games, activities, crafts, door prizes 

and BOOKS! Meet in the Sequim 

Middle School gym at 5:30 PM so 

we can kick off events with a  

quick introduction.  
Freebie Alert: Every attending child receives a 

FREE book of their choice  

at the end of the evening!  

We hope to see you there! 

Non-Discrimination Statement:  Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 

origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides 

equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 

discrimination: Title IX, and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator Dr. Robert Clark, rclark@sequimschools.org, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3262, 

and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator Matt Duchow, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

Jan 6—School resumes, School Board meeting @ 6 PM in Board Room 

  (January is School Board Appreciation Month!) 

Jan 20—No School in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day,  

  District Office closed 

Jan 21—School Board meeting @ 6 PM at Olympic Peninsula Academy        

Jan 24—1st Semester ends 

Jan 27—No School for Students, Professional Learning Day for Staff 

Jan 29—All District Family Reading Night at SMS 

Jan 30—5th Grade American Voices Concert @ 7 PM 

  in SHS Auditorium 

Jan 31—HiCap Referral Period ends 

 

The Haller staff would like to thank our  

wonderful PTO for the December 12  

staff cookie & hot beverage day—-   

What a nice treat! 
The time is always right  

to do what is right. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(1929—1968) 

  Activist, Minister,  
Civil Rights Movement  

Spokesperson and Leader 
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PTO Poinsettia Sales 

The total sales for Poinsettias was $6,200 less cost of 

$4,103.50 which provided $2,096.50.  for PTO projects. 

Top two earners were  Garrett Eldredge, who earned $870 and re-

ceived a $25 gift card from Sweet Spot Frozen Yogurt, and  Lilyanna 

Anderson, who earned  $310 and received a $25 gift card from That 

Takes The Cake.  Both students are in Patrick Caron’s 4th grade class. 

Lending Closet  
Our Lending Closet provides clothes 
for students who need a change of 
clothes during the school day. Items needed 

include clean, gently used or new: 
Girls & boys’ underwear in size small 

Girls & boys’ sweats in sizes small & medium 
Girls’ leggings in sizes small & medium 

We also accept gently used shoes, mainly in 
sizes 1 through 4. 

Clean, gently used or new children’s jackets 
are always appreciated!  Donations 

may be dropped off in the office.  
Thank you! 


